CHANGES  IN THE LIFE OF THE WORKERS
in the hands of the small circle of ministers, deputies, and electors
known as le pays legal, and called for an extension of the suffrage.
The agitation for 'reform', as it was called, began with a petition
demanding that the right to vote should be granted to the National
Guard - that is, the lower middle classes. Next it took the form
of increasingly acute annoyance with the king and Guizot, who
refused any reform. And finally, when all public demonstrations
were forbidden, it found expression in a campaign of banquets,
accompanied by speeches and toasts, out of which grew the
insurrection that swept away the monarchy.
^CHANGES    IN    THE    LIFE    OF    THE    WORKERS
Large-scale industry had now undergone a transformation on
the English model, thanks to the use of machines and coal, and
provided occupation for an increasing number of workmen, whom
it compelled to work under conditions very different from those
of craftsmen. Mechanical labour, which required far less skill
and a far shorter apprenticeship, made it possible to employ
women and children together with the other hands. The same
was true of the 'manufactories', in which the work, though executed
by hand, was carried out on a large scale under the supervision of
foremen, as well as of the weaving done by home-workers for a big
employer. Thus a new kind of worker had grown up who found
no place in the old social organization.
The leaders of industry, accustomed to regard their workmen
as no more than an instrument for performing work ~ referred to
by the abstract collective term of main-d*auvre (labour) -and
having no personal relations with them, did not concern them-
selves with their conditions of life, their food, housing, or
health. The desire to decrease the cost of production led them
to reduce wages to the lowest possible level. They recruited
their workers - home-workers, day-labourers, and women -
among the most destitute class, which was prepared to accept
a miserable wage, and in the poorer regions, where the rapid
increase of population produced a surplus of persons having no
means of subsistence.
The workmen had nothing to live upon save a daily or weekly
wage or else piece-work; they possessed no security for the future,
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